
THE COMING SALVATION OF ISRAEL 
Romans 11:23‑32
What about the Jewish people ‑‑‑ are they still God's special people? Does the present spiritual blindness and persecution that has befallen them mean that God is through with them? These are questions that students of the Bible have discussed through the centuries. The best answers to these questions are found in the Holy Scriptures themselves. Human speculation can be of little help.

Already in this inspired presentation by Paul we have seen that the present judicial blindness of Israel is partial, that even now many physical descendants of Abraham are coming to faith in Jesus as Savior. We have also seen that God has over‑ruled the present response of the Jews to Jesus to make it work out for the accomplishment of His purpose in the world. God graciously used their blindness to bring the Gospel to the Gentile world. In our text today we find that the blindness and rejection of Israel is temporary. Indeed, our God purposes to save the nation of Israel before the final page is written into history.

For those of us who think seriously about the directions in which our world is moving, and are made to wonder what the outcome might be, it is good to be reminded that God has the last word. Indications of what God's last word will be are given to us in the pages of the Scriptures.

Observing what God plans to do with reference to Israel helps us appreciation even more the ways and glory of our God.

THE COMING SALVATION OF ISRAEL IS POSSIBLE
The Apostle approaches the subject of the salvation of Israel on three levels. First, he suggests that it is possible, then that it is probable, and finally that it is predicted.

"And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again." Obviously if they were cut out because of their deliberate unbelief, they could be brought in again if they turned to God in faith. However, the primary thing that creates the possibility is the power of God. God is able to save them if they will come to Him in faith.

For someone to suggest that Israel could not be saved, that the possibility of the nation of Israel receiving Jesus as their Messiah is nil, is to deny that God is able to do all things. Our God is a God who specializes in doing the difficult and even the impossible thing. Our God is mighty to save!

THE COMING SALVATION OF ISRAEL 1S PROBABLE
After stating the possibility, the Apostle applies a little reason to the situation of the Jews. "For if thou ( the Gentiles' wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?” Still pursuing the implications of the parable of the olive tree, it is more reasonable to expect the grafting in of the natural branches than of the wild branches. The past relationship, then, that Israel has had with God would seem to make it probable that God would include them in His purpose in the future; it would seem to work against any idea that God has abandoned Israel for all time.

While reason cannot have the last word in the Christian faith, it does have a word. ''How much more" is an appeal to such reason. Really it is unreasonable to expect that anyone would be saved, but standing where the Apostle stood it seemed more probable to expect the future salvation of Israel than even the salvation of the Gentiles. But the last word is saved for revelation.

THE COMING SALVATION OF ISRAEL IS PREDICTED
Now we come to the climax of these three chapters that deal with the blindness and rejection of Israel. The outcome of all of this is that the nation of Israel shall be saved. This prediction of the coming salvation of Israel is based upon a special revelation from the Lord God. "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” "A mystery!' is a matter of divine truth that can be known only through special revelation. Man knows it only when God uncovers the secret to his understanding. The coming salvation of Israel is a mystery, that is, it is something that God has made known to man. This is not a position to which the Apostle was drawn by logic; or by the efforts of human research, or even by his Jewish prejudices, but by a revelation from the God of Abraham.

This salvation shall take place when "the fullness of the Gentiles be come in."  This phrase is both temporal and numerical. It is temporal because the word "until" suggests that their blindness will continue "until" this thing comes to pass. It is numerical because "fullness" means a full complement. It does not necessarily mean that God is going to save just a certain number of Gentiles, but it does refer to a full complement.

The coming salvation of Israel will be complete and national. "And so all Israel shall be saved." While some have attempted to make "all Israel" refer to the new Israel, the Israel that includes the Gentiles who accept Christ as their Messiah, a careful study of the context makes it clear that “all Israel” means the very Israel that has been blinded in part. Others have misread it to mean that all of the physical Jews of all times will be saved, but the all does not refer to all individual sons of Abraham, but to the whole house of Israel. As a nation, the Israelites will receive Jesus as their Messiah and Lord. Surely there will be individual Jews who will even then reject the light of the Gospel and will be damned.

The coming salvation of Israel will be the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises. God made promises to Israel through the prophets in the Old Testament that have never been fulfilled. Paul turns to such words to demonstrate that the salvation of Israel was included in the words of the prophet. The coming salvation of Israel will complete that which God has promised to do for the nation of Israel.

Another thing that stands out in this passage is that the coming salvation of Israel will be moral and spiritual. "There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob; For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins." The Jews probably think that the Arabs are their greatest problem today, but they are wrong. Their greatest problem is their sin and ungodliness. When the Deliverer, the Redeemer comes, He will take away this from them. Other things will follow this salvation, but this is the first thing.

This coming salvation is consistent with the purpose of God. "As concerning the Gospel, they are enemies (that is God views them as enemies:) for your sakes: but as touching the election they are beloved for the Fathers sakes." The "fathers" are the patriarchs of Israel, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God still focuses His love upon Israel because of the place that these early Fathers had in His plans. Then the Apostle adds one of the great statements of this letter, "For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance." What does that statement mean? It means that when God gives a gift, He does not change His mind later, and come and take it back. Whatever gifts God had given to Israel, they were given as grace gifts, they were never deserved, and God will never take them back. It also means that when God makes a promise, He never breaks it. When God establishes a covenant, He lives up to the terms of the covenant. So whatever promises God made to the founders of the nation of Israel, He will keep before He closes the books on history. When the final story has been written it will indicate that in His own time, and in His own way God has kept every promise, and lived up to the terms of every covenant that He has ever established with man, especially with Israel.

The final thing predicted about this salvation is that it will be through the mercy of God. "For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.''

When salvation came to the Gentiles, it was a matter of mercy for they had been walking in deliberate unbelief through the centuries. In the same way when God saves Israel, it will be a matter of divine mercy. God has shut the whole world up in unbelief, so that it would be obvious to all that salvation is a matter of mercy. The prediction is then that in the end times, when the Gentile part of history has run its course, God is going to show mercy to the nation of Israel. They will turn from their unbelief to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith and trust. When they do, they will have their sins forgiven and will be restored to the favor of God. That day of their salvation will become the day of great blessing to all of the nations of the world.

The same factors that come into play in the salvation of Israel must come into play in the salvation of every man. They are the power of God, the faithfulness of God, and the mercy of God. It takes a God who has the power to save, a God who is faithful to keep His promises to save, and a God who will be merciful enough to grant His salvation to those who do not deserve it. Then from man's side, there must be a man who has enough faith to receive God's salvation as a free gift.

When Israel is finally saved, this is the way it will happen. If you are ever saved, it will be in the same way. God does not have but one way of salvation. Let me encourage you to come to Him in faith and trust today.

